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From the author of the National Book Award-winning novel Homeless Bird comes “an absorbing
saga”* about a young heroine coming of age in the tumultuous years leading up to the Russian
revolution.Gripping, accessible historical fiction that's perfect for schools and classrooms, as
well as for fans of Ruta Sepetys and Elizabeth Wein.In the fall of 1914, safe behind palace walls,
Katya Ivanova sees St. Petersburg as a magical place.The daughter of a lady in waiting to the
Empress, Katya spends all her time with the Grand Duchesses, and the royal family feels like her
own. But outside the palace, a terrible war is sweeping through Europe, and Russia is beginning
to crumble under the weight of a growing revolution.Now, as Katya’s once-certain future begins
to dissolve, she must seek to understand what is happening to her beloved country and, for the
first time in her life, take charge of her own destiny.With her trademark lyricism, spare prose, and
strong young heroine, award-winning author Gloria Whelan has again taken a chapter from
history and transformed it into  compelling historical fiction.*Kirkus

From the author of the 2000 National Book Award winner, Homeless Bird, comes an evocative
glimpse into a chilling period in world history. Gloria Whelan manages to take the fly-on-the-wall
approach one step further in her latest piece of historical fiction. In Angel on the Square, a young
girl joins Russian Tsar Nikolai II, Empress Alexandra, and their children when her mother
becomes one of the empress's ladies-in-waiting. Katya Ivanova, as companion to the Romanov
children, has an insider's view of the crumbling of tsarist Russia from 1913 to 1918. Initially, life is
lavish and amusing for this young aristocrat, although her friend Misha's revolutionary ideas
often battle in her mind with her own loyalty to the tsar. Gradually, though, the world outside
begins to enter the palace walls, and Katya's life--along with that of all nobility--changes
forever.Whelan's balanced treatment of both sides of the Russian revolution is remarkably
accessible. Katya is an appealing protagonist; readers will hang on her every word as she is
transformed from a spoiled, sheltered child into a caring, hard-working adult. Young readers
couldn't ask for a better introduction to this terrifying, earthshaking epoch in history. (Ages 10
and older) --Emilie Coulter--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this
title.From Publishers WeeklyWhelan (Homeless Bird) shows both sides of the Russian
revolution in a sympathetic light in this absorbing saga of an aristocratic girl. The novel opens in
1913, just before Katya goes to live with Tsar Nikolai II, when her widowed mother becomes lady-
in-waiting to the Empress. The royal couple and their children are like a second family to Katya.
Still, the heroine cannot completely support the tsar's treatment of his people. Guided by her
revolutionist friend, Misha, she witnesses the exploitation of workers in the city. Later, her
exposure to country peasants forces her to realize that her own noble family is partially
responsible for the peasants' suffering. On the other hand, Katya does not condone the violent



reaction to oppression that is sweeping across her beloved country. Tracing each stage of
Katya's enlightenment through intimate first-person narrative, Whelan brings immediacy to the
historical events, offering well-rounded depictions of characters and vivid descriptions of their
surroundings. The author sharply contrasts the luxurious conditions Katya enjoys in her early
adolescence with the meagerness of her life five years later at the revolution's end. The book's
uncomplicated language and sensitive treatment of political issues make it an excellent, vibrant
introduction to the cause and effects of Tsar Nikolai's fall. Ages 10-up.Copyright 2001 Cahners
Business Information, Inc.--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this
title.From School Library JournalGr 5-9-A balanced, if dispassionate, account of the Russian
Revolution. When the Empress invites her mother to be a lady-in-waiting, Katya, 12, moves to
the Alexander Palace where she serves as a companion to the Grand Duchess Anastasia.
Katya's "cousin" Misha has joined the student revolutionaries and disapproves of Katya's
defense and love of the tsar. When Nicholas II abdicates and the family is imprisoned in their
home, Katya and her mother are sent away from the family they love. With nowhere else to go,
they travel to their summer dacha only to find it has been destroyed. Living and working with the
local peasants, Katya works to build a new life from the ruins of the old, first by constructing a
cottage for her mother, then by going back to St. Petersburg with Misha to start a new life.
Brought up in wealth and luxury, she knows nothing of the hardships suffered by the Russian
people until shown by Misha, who provides glimpses into the lives of the revolutionaries, the
poor, and eventually the soldiers. As events unfold around her, Katya grows and changes, and is
able to survive in the world that emerges. While not as engaging as Homeless Bird
(HarperCollins, 2000)-the story is told with a very matter-of-fact, first-person narration-Angel on
the Square will attract readers, especially lovers of historical fiction. Pair it with Carolyn Meyer's
Anastasia: The Last Grand Duchess, Russia, 1914 (Scholastic, 2000) for younger readers and I
Am Anastasia (Harcourt, 1959; o.p.) for older readers who have fallen under the spell of the last
Grand Duchess.Lisa Prolman, Greenfield Public Library, MACopyright 2001 Cahners Business
Information, Inc.--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.From
BooklistGr. 6-10. As she does in Homeless Bird (2000), set in an Indian "city of widows,"
Whelan's latest novel explores less-traveled territory. This time she takes readers to 1913
Russia, and recreates the fall of the Russian empire through the perspective of a young
aristocrat. Twelve-year-old Katya lives a privileged life in St. Petersburg with her mother, Irina,
and teenage Misha, the orphaned son of a family friend. When Empress Alexandra invites Irina
to become her lady-in-waiting, the mother and daughter move into the household of Czar
Nicholas II, and Katya becomes a companion to the Czar's daughter, Anastasia. It's from this
vantage point that Katya witnesses her beloved country's descent into war, the Romanovs' loss
of power, and her own family's loss of wealth. Katya believes passionately in the Czar, having
seen his tenderness toward his family. But revolution-minded Misha opens her eyes to Russia
beyond the palace--poverty, striking workers, and unforgettable images of child laborers.
Historical details and descriptions of the opulence are deftly woven into the story, and Katya's



observations seem age-appropriate, with the expected vague, incomplete grasp of events. But
readers without background may have trouble putting the story's pieces together, and Katya's
detachment (she notices everything around her, but rarely invites readers into her emotional life)
may keep them at a distance. Even so, Katya's life is fascinating, and Whelan tells her story in a
way that will appeal to young people's fierce sense of justice and their penchant for pomp and
glamour. Gillian EngbergCopyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved --This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.From the Back CoverIn the fall of
1914, safe behind palace walls, Katya Ivanova sees St. Petersburg as a magical place.The
daughter of a lady-in-waiting to the Empress, Katya spends all her time with the Grand
Duchesses; the royal family feels like her own. But outside the palace, a terrible war is sweeping
through Europe, and Russia is beginning to crumble under the weight of a growing revolution.
Now, as Katya′s once-certain future begins to dissolve, she must seek to understand what is
happening to her beloved country and, for the first time in her life, take charge of her own
destiny.Ages 10+--This text refers to the paperback edition.About the AuthorGloria Whelan won
a National Book Award in 2000 for her novel Homeless Bird. She is the author of dozens of
books for young readers, including Goodbye, Vietnam; Hannah; and Next Spring an Oriole.--
This text refers to the audioCD edition.From AudioFileRasputin. Nicholas and Alexandra. Lenin.
Anastasia. GloriaWhelan weaves these distinguished Russians into a compelling storythat
provides middle school listeners with a glimpse of tumultuousRussia from 1913 to 1918.
Through the eyes of Katya, the daughter ofEmpress Alexandra's lady-in-waiting, the listener
experiences theforces that change her courtly life into one of searching for "realfreedom" in St.
Petersburg. Julie Dretzin gives voice to Katya with alight and gentle touch. As Katya's life is
enveloped by the royalfamily, Dretzin mirrors her wonder at the opulence surrounding her andher
naïveté about the growing unrest. When Katya and her motherreturn to the cottage of their
former servants, Dretzin expresses thewisdom that both enriches and saddens Katya's life. A.R.
©AudioFile 2003, Portland, Maine-- Copyright © AudioFile, Portland, Maine --This text refers to
an alternate kindle_edition edition.Read more
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Chu Ju's House, Homeless Bird, Listening for Lions, Betsy and the Emperor



Eris, “The Best Book I Have Ever Read. Angel on The Square is the best book I’ve ever read! It
provides two views of the Russian Revolution. Katya lives with Tsar Nicholas and Empress
Alexandra because her mother is a lady in waiting to the Empress. She is a spoiled child that
doesn’t know what life outside the palace is. But her cousin, Misha, shows her what life is for
normal people. Them she realizes that not everyone lives like her. This is a great book for kids,
and I really recommend it.”

Heather H, “Perfect Read-Aloud! Winsome and thought provoking.. Such a rich and profound
look at the events leading up to the Russian Revolution. My children and I had many thoughtful
conversations about being good people who do the wrong thing of not standing up for the rights
of others to protect one's own comfort. I loved how the author helped us see these events from
multiple perspectives. The end was so tasteful and sensitively written despite the horrific truth of
what happened to the Romanov family. A perfect read-aloud book!”

K. Briggs, “Really good!. This story is about Katya...uh I do t know what her last name is(oops!),
but it's petty good!”

Rachel K. Mcadams, “Great story. I plan on using this book as part of European history to 4th
through 6 graders. I like that it discusses WWI in a subtle less violent way than many other
books. I also appreciate the comparisons between the peasants and the nobility.”

laobeau, “Interesting. Not what I thought it was going to be, but held my attention.”

Jocelyn, “Interesante. I ask the book cause my teacher forced me, is good!”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Russian Revolution. I enjoyed this short, child’s perspective on the
Russian Revolution.”

anne bate, “angel on the square. I bought this for my granddaughter age nearly 10 who loves
history, She has loved it and has been unable to put it down- has so enjoyed reading about the
russian revolution.”

The book by Gloria Whelan has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 69 people have provided feedback.
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